Friends of Accion, Inc.

To render meaningful support to the charitable activities of Acción in the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico with a view to advancing the well being of the people served and the Christian faith.

April 30, 2010
Your friends in Mexico send greetings and thanks for partnering with them in building the body of Christ.  “Hola!” from Manuel at the Shelter, from Eva at VIM, from Freddie in Huechenbalam, and from Oscar and Roger on behalf of all those touched by Accion Ministries.

“Gracias!” say the boys and girls whose education would have ended without the Mayan Children’s Village (VIM).  Five will be graduating from high school this year!  One senior is Jaime who, before finding out about VIM, rode his bike two hours each way to high school (the focus of my spring letter two years ago).  Two others, Andreas (the orphan I wrote about last spring) and Isaac Oveth (the director’s son), plan to go to the Shelter in Merida for higher education this fall!  In total, 30 students have a nurturing home where they live Monday to Friday and go to the regional high school, middle school, or upper-elementary schools.  They are thankful for the growth and improvements of the program.  Electricity came to VIM in 2009.  Now they get clean water, not from purchased bottles but from the water purification system installed at VIM in January 2010 through cooperation of friends in Mexico, Texas, Alabama, Living Waters for the World, and Friends of Accion.

“Amigos!” says Oveth who studies, works in Christian education, and oversees the 12 young men living at the Shelter in Merida.  These young men will become Christian leaders in many different vocations throughout the peninsula.

“Buenas Dias!” say a throng of children from the small villages where work teams have helped build houses, and churches, and other community projects.  These projects range throughout the Yucatan peninsula and even down into Chiapas and all are done in the name of Christ.  Vacation Bible School always seems to draw increasing crowds as a U.S. team and village community form a relationship, enjoying crafts and each other.

“Maravilloso!” say the young couple who now have a concrete block home of their own, especially appreciated on stormy days and chilly winter nights.  (Winter teams find out that a hammock can be cold!  I’m sure summer teams are jealous.)  A review of expense reports show that between 1/2 to 2/3 of the money sent to Accion for each work team is used directly for on-site construction, including building materials, Mexican masons, and other purchased equipment or supplies.  The rest of the expenses are associated with hosting or transporting the teams, or for Accion’s preparations and coordination such as gasoline and cell phone usage with occasional equipment repair.  After summer 2009, a little less than 2% of the work team funds remained and these were applied to ongoing construction to improve the Shelter (where work team equipment is stored).

“Hermanos y Hermanas!” (brothers and sisters) say Oscar R. Dorantes (called Jr.) and Roger Aviles.  They lead Accion as a team, while both holding down other jobs.  Roger is now the maintenance supervisor at the K-12 school (founded by Presbyterian missionaries in 1917) where Oscar’s wife Patty is a teacher and where both families’ children attend.  Oscar is a missionary of his Mexican Presbytery and is working toward ordination.  As part of this effort, Oscar is a pastor of a church in a small village south of Merida.  (Oscar also just earned his black belt in karate after a life-time of training.)  Both Oscar and Roger still devote most afternoons, some whole days, and many weekends to running and developing all of Accion Ministries, involving many trips around the peninsula.

Everyone is relying on our support to keep these programs of Accion going and to continue improvements and expansion.  As mentioned above, none of the work team funds pay for the monthly operations of VIM, Shelter, and Accion staff.  Thankfully, your generosity got us through a financial crisis last winter.  Your ongoing support is desperately needed, both physically and financially, especially during these tough economic times.

“A Dios” meaning “go with God” is our wish for everyone touched by Accion.

Sharing His Grace,
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Dr. Richard D. Neidinger

President














































 c/o Covenant Presbyterian Church, 1000 E. Morehead St., Charlotte, NC 28204-2813
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Friends of Accion, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by federal law.
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